
Authorize the Fire Chief to approve the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
the USDA Forest Service (USFS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Consolidated Fire Protection 
District of Los Angeles County (Fire District), and the Los Angeles County Fair Association (Fairplex) 
to provide a framework for cooperation for operating the “Americas Great Outdoors” environmental 
outdoor interpretive and education exhibit at the Los Angeles County Fair; and delegate authority to 
the Fire Chief to approve future agreements that are similar and routine in nature involving issues 
such as cooperative assistance, public education, resource management, and soil conservation, that 
have little or no annual costs to the Fire District.

SUBJECT

November 29, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

DELEGATE AUTHORITY TO FIRE CHIEF TO APPROVE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY, 

THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION AND THE USDA FOREST SERVICE, 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, FOR OPERATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL OUTDOOR 

INTERPRETIVE AND EDUCATIONAL SITE AND OTHER FUTURE AGREEMENTS
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY:

1) Authorize the Fire Chief of the Fire District to sign the attached MOU between the USFS, BLM, 
Fire District, and the Fairplex to provide a framework for cooperation to annually operate the 
“Americas Great Outdoors” environmental outdoor interpretive and education exhibit at the Los 
Angeles County Fair.  The MOU will be effective from the date of last signature through December 
31, 2014.
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2) Delegate authority to the Fire Chief, or his designee, to enter into other similar MOUs and 
agreements, reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel, that are routine in nature 
involving cooperative assistance, public education, resource management, and soil conservation, 
that do not to exceed an individual annual billable cost to the Fire District of $15,000.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The MOU between the USFS, BLM, Fire District, and the Fairplex provides a framework for 
cooperation between these agencies to manage an interagency outdoor environmental education 
exhibit at the Los Angeles County Fair.  Routinely, the Forestry Division of the Fire District, in 
cooperation with other agencies, participates in various programs involving interpretive exhibits, 
environmental education, resource management, and other forestry outreach activities that promote 
awareness of our environment and conservation of our natural resources.

In addition, the Fire District is requesting the Board authorize the Fire Chief or his designee to enter 
into various other routine agreements or MOUs with local agencies that would not exceed a billable 
cost of $15,000 annually.  These types of agreements may be cooperative in nature and involve 
public education, resource management, and soil conservation projects that would also promote 
awareness of our environment, conservation of our natural resources, and public safety.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Approval of the MOU between the USFS, BLM, Fairplex and Fire District, and the delegation of 
authority to the Fire Chief or his designee to approve various similar agreements with local agencies 
at little or no cost are consistent with the Los Angeles County Strategic Plan Goal No.1, Operational 
Effectiveness, to maximize the effectiveness of the County's processes, structure, and operations to 
support timely delivery of customer-oriented and efficient public services.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no cost to the Fire District for the MOU between the USFS, BLM, Fire District, and Fairplex.  
Your Board’s delegation of authority to the Fire Chief or his designee to authorize the approval of 
various cooperative agreements with other local agencies that involve public education, resource 
management, or soil conservation through the sharing of resources and for the prevention of soil 
erosion would not exceed an annual billable cost of $15,000 per agreement to the Fire District.  
Sufficient appropriation would be included in the respective fiscal year’s budget to fund any such 
costs incurred by the Fire District.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The MOU between the USFS, BLM, Fire District, and the Fairplex will allow the Fire District to 
participate in operating the “Americas Great Outdoors” environmental outdoor interpretive and 
education exhibit at the Los Angeles County Fair at no cost to the Fire District.  The Los Angeles 
County Fair is held in September each year and as one of the largest county fairs in the nation, 
attracting 1.3 million annual visitors.  The “Americas Great Outdoors” environmental outdoor 
interpretive and education site annually attracts 350,000 visitors, of which 100,000 are school-aged 
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children.

The MOU has been approved as to form by County Counsel.  The MOU is effective from the date of 
last signature through December 31, 2014.  Any of the parties may terminate the MOU in whole, or in 
part, with a 90-day advance notice.

Delegating to the Fire Chief or his designee the authority to enter into various agreements with local 
agencies involving cooperative assistance, public education, resource management or soil 
conservation will expedite the approval process and enable the Fire District to participate in various 
activities that promote these issues.  All such agreements approved by the Fire Chief or his designee 
shall be reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This project is statutorily exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to 
Section 16031 (b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines as it addresses incidental matters related to the 
provision of Fire District services and thus it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that 
the activity may have a significant effect on the environment.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This MOU and miscellaneous other related arrangements would provide a more efficient response to 
the needs of the Fire District to participate in interagency programs that promote education and 
personnel management with the agencies who cooperate with the Fire District.

CONCLUSION

Upon approval, please instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to return an adopted copy of this 
letter to the Fire District’s Planning Division Office at 1320 N. Eastern Avenue, Los Angeles, CA  
90063.

DARYL L. OSBY

FIRE CHIEF, FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel

Respectfully submitted,

DLO:kc
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